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The Role of the Digital Economy in Promoting Inclusive Green Development:
Mechanisms, Challenges and Pathways

Evidence from the Inclusive Green Development Survey
LI Gang'? YOU Zhengyu' and LI Hanbing?
(L.Faculty of Applied Economics, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488;

2.Institute of Industrial Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006)

Abstract: The digital economy has become a powerful driver of stable economic growth in China, and its high penetra—
bility and wide coverage have also provided important support for China's inclusive and green development. Starting from the
theoretical connotation of inclusive green development, this paper clarifies the mechanisms through which the digital economy
promotes inclusive and green development from three dimensions: economic growth, social equity, and ecological justice. Based
on tracking survey data of Inclusive Green Development from the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, the paper systematically
analyzes the practical pathways of how the digital economy promotes inclusive green development in China and reveals the
practical challenges faced. The study finds that in terms of practical pathways, the digital economy can significantly enhance the
accessibility and fairness of development opportunities for vulnerable groups in education, employment, healthcare, and business
environment. Meanwhile, it significantly improves the fairness of the distribution of economic development outcomes by pro—
moting the rationalization of factor reward distribution and the universal and precise allocation of resources. In addition, the
digital economy drives the ecological justice of the economic growth process through green technological innovation and insti—
tutional innovation. To address the existing challenges, a digital economy governance policy framework that balances efficiency
and equity, development and sustainability should be established. This includes strengthening targeted digital technology em—
powerment, optimizing digital infrastructure deployment, improving digital ecological governance systems, and enhancing labor
rights protection to advance inclusive green development.
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